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A native of Raleigh, North Carolina, Frank Blazich, Jr. specializes in the 
American military experience in the twentieth and early twenty-first 
centuries and holds doctorate in modern American history from The 
Ohio State University. Frank served as the historian at the U.S. Navy 
Seabee Museum in Port Hueneme, California before moving to Washington, DC to serve as a historian in 
the History and Archives Division of Naval History and Heritage Command. As historian at the Seabee 
Museum, he helped storyboard, script, and construct several exhibits varying from the history of the 
Seabees and the Bureau of Yards and Docks. For the U.S. Navy overall, Frank developed five, six-panel 
portable displays for nationwide use to celebrate African Americans, Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders, Women, Hispanic Americans, and Native Americans and Native Alaskans throughout the 
calendar year. As a research historian at the Washington Navy Yard, he published the first detailed 
chronology of the U.S. Navy in World War I and an article in the Canadian journal, The Northern 
Mariner/Le marin du nord, examining the American Naval Planning Section London and its plans for 
operations in the Adriatic. This past February, the University of Missouri Press published his first book, 
Bataan Survivor: A POW’s Account of Japanese Captivity in World War II. 

 
Since arriving at the museum, Frank has focused his efforts in the fields of research, collections, 
exhibitions, and service. In May, he assisted the Lemelson Center in the success of its Military Invention 
Day, including arranging a talk at the event by U.S. Army Chief of Staff General Mark Milley and 
providing the general a behind the scenes tour of the division’s collection. He has published several book 
reviews and two online essays on Navy history topics. Marine Corps History magazine is currently 
reviewing an article for publication in its winter issue, “’How Lucky I Am’ The Words and Photography of 
Corporal William T. Perkins, Jr.,” that chronicles the life of Perkins using his letters and photographs 
from Vietnam in the division’s collections. In commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of his actions, 
Frank is working to have Perkins’ posthumous Medal of Honor and Purple Heart exhibited in Price of 
Freedom along with a loan from the Marine Corps of Perkins’ camera used in his Medal of Honor action. 
In conjunction with this work, Fox News interviewed Frank about the Medal of Honor and he travelled to 
the Smithsonian-affiliated South Dakota State Historical Society to present his research on Perkins and 
provide commentary about filmmaker Ken Burns’ forthcoming documentary series on the Vietnam War. 
He chaired a panel at the annual Society for Military History’s conference in Jacksonville, Florida on 
topics of the American home front and this September Frank will chair a panel on Marine Corps history 
and present a paper on U.S. Navy postwar planning in World War II at the McMullen Naval History 
Symposium at the U.S. Naval Academy. Additionally, he conducted a comprehensive radiological survey 
of the division’s collections and has continually engaged in identification and resolution of offsite artifact 
storage issues.  
 
In his spare time, Frank is a colonel and National Historian in the Civil Air Patrol (CAP), overseeing all 
aspects of the corporation’s historical program. He provided critical support for the 2014 CAP 
Congressional Gold Medal and 2016 75th anniversary celebration. In the latter he storyboarded and 
scripted heritage exhibits featured at the Pentagon, National Museum of the U.S. Air Force, National 
Museum of the U.S. Navy and at air shows, airports, and local and regional museums nationwide.  


