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War for Southern Independence

Results of secession, South Carolina
seceded from the Unijop on December
20, 1860. At once five other Southern

- states followed her example. They
~ were Mississippi, Florida, Alabama,
Georgia, and Louisiana. A sixth state,
' Texas, seceded on February 1, 186].
The people of South Carolina real-
1zed that war was near. They knew that
the North would not allow the South.-
m states to withdraw in peace. But
hey had no doubt that the South

ould win a war, They did not real-
€ that the odds were o
ainst them,

The North hag an army, a navy,
ories, and arsenals full of guns and
Munition. It had , population of

900,000, while the South had fewer
-|5,500,000,free peop

verwhelmingly

le. Even more
the North owned three
ters of the nation’s wealth, two
;1 of its railroads, and four fifths
factorijeg, The South was

5
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An engraving of 1860 shows a group of secessionists unfurling a States’ Rights flag at (=
Although the South Carolinians knew that war was near, the- news of secession was rec

joy throughout the state.

tural. It had failed to develop the man-
ufactures necessary for waging war. Its
transportation system was inadequate
for moving armies and supplies quickly
and efficiently over long distances.
The South, however, held certain
advantages. Its people were defending
their homeland. Southern men were
good horsemen and skilled riflemen.
They had the habit of command and
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were noted for courage and d
Many of the best officers in the
States Army were Southerneis
men supplied military knowl
leadership. Although the siaV
not be used in the army,
relied upon to do the ne
at home. This meant that
men could leave home t0
Southern armies.
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Preparations for war, In February,
1861, the seven states that had seceded
held a convention at Mont'gomery,
Alabama. Here they formed a new
union of states, the Confederate States
of America. The convention elected
Jefterson Davis of Mississippi as Presi.
dent of the Confederacy. It adopted
a constitution modeled op the Consti-
tution of the United States.

South Carolina began at once to pre-
pare for war. The state militia was re-
organized. Committees of Safety and
Committees of Vigilance were formed.
Minute Men were raised for the pur-
pose of keeping order. The first regi-
ment of volunteers wag organized
under the command of Colonel Maxcy

~ Today Fort Sumter looks much as jt did during

Gregg of Columbia, Tep more regi-
ments of volunteers were formed dur-
ing the early months of 1861. Major
General Milledge L. Bonham, of Edge-
field, was in command of these regi-
ments.

The federal forts at Charleston, There
were three United States forts in
Charleston Harbor—Fort Sumter, Fort
Moultrie, and Castle Pinckney. Only
one, Fort Moultrie, was garrisoned by
federal troops. Their commander was
Major Robert Anderson.

South Carolina had sent representa-
tives to Washington to ask for pos-
session of the three forts. But before
the negotiators coulq act, Major An-
derson moved his men from Fort Moul.

the Confederate War, when it guarded Charleston

from the harbor. Though heavily bombarded, it remained in Confederate possession.
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To prevent the federal forces at Fort Sumt
ordered his men to 0

trie to Fort Sumter, a much stronger
fort. The South Carolinians greatly re-
sented this move. Governor Pickens at
once seized Castle Pinckney and Fort
Moultrie, as well as the United States
arsenal in Charleston. The commis-
sioners in Washington asked the Presi-
dent to withdraw the federal troops
from Fort Sumter. The President,
however, refused.

Fort Sumter. In January, 1861, the
Star of the West, a federal ship loaded
with supplies and men for Fort Sumter,
appeared off Charleston. As the ship
steamed by Morris Island, it was fired
upon by cadets from the Citadel who
were stationed on the island. The Star
of the West turned back without trying
to reach the fort.

In March came news that the fed-
eral government was planning to re-
inforce Fort Sumter. General Pierre

pen fire. After thirty-th

er from receiving reinforcements, General Beauregare {
ree hours of bombardment, the fort was surrendered.

Gustave Toutant Beauregard arrived
in Charleston to take command of the
Confederate forces there. Troops were
hurried into the city until there was
an army of twelve thousand men in
Charleston. |
Early in April President Lincoln
informed Governor Pickens that he
was sending provisions to Fort Sumter.
A storm delayed the federal fleet, an’
the President’s messenger arrived be
fore the ship did. As soon as he heard
the news. General Beauregard opened
fire on Fort Sumter.
The bombardment of the fort wen
on for thirty-three hours. Peopl
crowded along the wharves to watch
Out in the harbor the federal
stood helpless, unable to come to &
aid of the fort. At last Major Andersc
his food and ammunition gone, s
rendered, and the federal soldi

Charles Phelps Cushin



Union forces byt put them complete

¢ched out under a white flag. Not
an had been Jos¢ in the ﬁghting, but
tederal soldjers had been killed
Magun exploded. One South Careo.
lost his life from €Xposure—a
€t named William M. Martin,
the first Confederate to give
for the South

North arms, Many people now
t that the war was over, In
it had jyug begun. President
called for 75,000 volunteers,
Arkansas, North Carolina,
Inessee refused to fight their
€. They seceded and joined
SQ€racy. The Confederate
\merijcy Were now eleven in

, At Manassas, the first real battle of the war
ly to rout.

, the

Richmond, Virginia, became the
capital of the Confederacy. This made
it very probable that the fighting
would begin in Virginia. One of the
chief aims of the North would be to
Capture Richmond. Confederate troops
WEre sent at once to defend Virginia.
The first to arrive were Maxcy Gregg’s
regiment, and nine of the other ten
South Carolina regiments were soon
on their way. With them was the
Hampton Legion, organized by Wade
Hampton, grandson of the famous

Revolutionary leader.

The Battle of Manassas. The first
great battle of the war took place at
Manassas Junction in July. Three
South Carolina regiments and the
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soldiers of the Confederacy not only defeated the
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‘l An old engraving illustrates the bombardment of Port Royal by Union ships. The harbor was not
li strongly defended, and the whole Port Royal region soon fell into enemy hands. f

1 Hampton Legion took part in the From this time on Jackson was knov
battle. Not yet realizing the serious-  as “Stonewall” Jackson. Wade Ha
' ness of the war, members of the United  ton was wounded in the battle,
States Congress and other Washington  General Bee himself was killed. -

people drove to Virginia in carriages  South Carolina troops received |

'1' to watch the battle. They saw the fed-  praise for their gallantry.
| eral troops completely defeated. There The fall of Port Royal. In Nove

|

il

Ijg was a general rout. As the Union sol- 1861, a fleet of seventeen V€
I : : _ .
\y? diers retreated, they dropped guns, am- rived in Port Royal Sound. Th
‘;"l_ munition, and provisions. bor was defended only by twe

It was at the Battle of Manassas forts. Beaufort and the rich T
‘ (known also as Bull Run) that General  sea-island cotton region near :
| Thomas J. Jackson, of Virginia, re-  fell into the hands of the N
‘ F | ceived his nickname. During the fight-  forces. The South Carolina
ing General Barnard E. Bee, of South  back, and the people of
Carolina, called out, “Look at Jack-  went with them. Their finé
L{ son! There he stands like a stone walll”  were sold for a few pennit

|

‘.
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and their houses were looted of their
treasures.

After the fall of Port Royal, the Se.
cession Convention met again to con-
sider what should be done,
council made up of the go
four members,

It set up a
vernor and
The counci] assumed
control of the governmen; and the mjl-

Defending Charleston, South Caro-
linians now felt that it would not be
ong before Charleston Was attacked.
['he work of strengthening the coast
efenses began. The forts were im-
oved, and batteries of guns were

alone,
0PS were also placed at points

g the Charleston and Savannah
road. Their responsibility was to

fernor Pickens called for more
€ers, and every district of the
esponded generously. Some of
7 soldiers were kept at home to
the coagt, Some were sent to
" join the Confederate army
d some wen¢ to join the Con-
rmy of the West.

mpt to take Charleston, In
> Union soldiers from Port
d to seize the Charleston and
ailroa They were driven

1tary forces of the state, Meanwhile,
General Robert E. Lee was placed in
charge of the defense of South Caro-
lina and Georgia. He gave up all the
sea islands exce

Pt those necessary to
the defense of

Charleston, Thus the
year 1861 ended with part of South
Carolina lost to the South,

THE SOUTH WINS BATTLES

back, but in June they tried to break
through the defenses on James Island.
They were pushed back by a much
smaller force, fighting desperately
under Lieutenant Colonel Ellison Ca.
pers (later a beloved Episcopal bish-
op). The fighting on the island went
on for severa] days. The rain fel] con-
stantly, and the Confederate soldiers,
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wet and weary, slept on their arms,
waiting for the big attack.

Colonel Thomas G. Lamar com-
manded the important fort at the east-
ern end of James Island. He was asleep
on a wall of the fort when the attack
began. He roused the garrison by pull-
ing the lanyard of a great gun. General
Johnson Hagood, of Barnwell, and his
men came up in time to save the fort.

The Union soldiers were driven back,

and Charleston was saved.
The fighting in Virginia. Meanwhile,
a Union army was trying once more to

330 COKRTEER
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take Richmond. With a force only one
third as large as that of the North,
General Joseph E. Johnston met ang
defeated the federal forces at Williams.
burg. Two noted South Carolina gen.
erals were with Johnston. One wag
General Micah Jenkins, who led a
force known as the Palmetto Sharp.
shooters. The other was General Rich-
ard H. Anderson, whose nickname was
“Fighting Dick.” .

At Seven Pines, almost within sight
of Richmond, Johnston defeated the
Union army again. Here the general

Governor Francis W. Pickens, of Edgefield, led South Carolina from 1860 to 1862. Here, with his
wife and daughter, he reviews the state's troops on Sullivan’s Island.
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was wounded, and Rober¢ E. Lee took
his place as commander in chief of the
Confederate forces, General Wade
Hampton led a brigade at Seven Pines,

where he suffered terrible losses. The
' next day he was severely wounded, but
continued to fight.

Many South Carolinjans fought with
Stonewall Jackson in the campaign
‘around Richmond, Jackson marched
his men four hundred miles within a
single month, fighting six battles and
a number of smaller éngagements, He
captured thousands of prisoners and
L quantity of badly needeq supplies.
The Confederates won victory after
ictory until the Union army with-
Tew.

The Second Battle of Manassas, A
ird attempt to take Richmond took
ice in the summer of 1862. Lee and
tkson stationed thejr forces at Ma-
@8 Junction, where they had won
I first great victory. Like the other
federate soldiers, the South Caro-
troops marcheq wearily to Manas-
Un the march they lived on green
and apples. Their path was
fd by bloodstajng left by their
feet. The battle began when
N ordered Gregg’s South Caro.
48ade to find the Position of the
+ Gregg’s men fought so des.
7 that 60 men of the 1,500 in
34de were killed or wounded,
tle ended i , terrible defeat

—

Lee’s offensive. Lee was so encour-
aged by these victories that he decided
to invade Maryland, Jackson was with
him when he met 3 much larger army
at Sharpsburg, often called Antietam.
The losses on both sides were fearful.
Lee and Jackson held the field of
battle, but their losses were so great
that they could not proceed. They were
forced to retreat into Virginia.

In October, 1862, 5 force of Confed-
crate soldiers was sent into Pennsyl-
vania. General Wade Hampton wag
sécond in command during this raid,
and Colonel M. C. Butler, of Edge-
field, had charge of his advance. The

Confederates sejzed Chambersburg,

Pennsylvania, ang Hampton was made

military governor of the town. He hur.

ried back to Virginia with a thousand

captured horses, but avoided doing any
damage to private property.

Fredericksburg. At the end of 1862 3

large Union army attacked Lee’s much
smaller army near F redericksburg.
Here Colonel Maxcy Gregg charged, at
the head of his men, directly into the

enemy’s fire, his horse rearing and
pitching in terror. Gregg was mortally
wounded in the fighting, but the ba.
tle ended in a great victory for the Con-
federates,

After the battle Wade Hampton
learned that wagon train carrying
Christmas Provisions was on jts way
to the Union army. He sent Colone]

M. C. Butler to surprise the train while
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the Union soldiers slept. Butler cap-
tured the stores. The new clothing and
food came as a welcome Christmas treat
for the Confederate soldiers. Toward

THE TIDE TURNS

The fighting in the West. Lee’s army
in Virginia was victorious, but the
Confederate forces in the West were
losing in 1862. South Carolina had two
regiments with this army. Their com-
mander was Colonel A. M. Manigault.
In spite of several Confederate Victor-
ies, the Union army seized most of Mis-
sissippi and much of Arkansas and
Tennessee.

The Confederate forces were greatly
outnumbered. They lost two forts on
the Mississippi and failed to hold the
feld at the bloody Battle of Shiloh. At
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 2 battle
raged from December 28 through the
last day of the year. Neither side won.
The Confederate army in the West,
however, was being slowly cut to pieces.
If the city of Vicksburg fell, the Mis-
sissippi would be in the hands of the
North, and the Confederacy would be
split in two.

The attack on Charleston. From the
beginning of the war, soldiers and
skilled workers had labored to
strengthen the defenses of Charleston
Harbor. Pine timbers were driven into
some of the channels to keep out eneimy
ships. Rope obstructions were placed
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the end of 1862 they were so ragged
and forlorn that their prisoners
laughed at them and admired them at

the same time.

across the channels to entangle enemy f
propellers. 'Two ironclad boats, the
Palmetto State and the Chicora, had
been built to defend the city.

The entire South Carolina coast wa s |
blockaded by Union ships. Charleston
was the chief port through which the
South received supplies. During the
first years of the war, small fast boats
succeeded in running the blockade
Later, however, few boats could ge
through.

In April, 1863, a Union fleet aj
peared off Charleston. Union soldie
were landed on Folly Island, n
James Island. Ironclad vessels sté T
past Morris Island toward Fort Si
ter, and the attack on the fort b€
All the batteries and forts in the ha

opened fire on the federal ships.*
air was filled with smoke, and
guns roared with deafening thu
Shells tore through the walls ¢
fort and set fire to the men’s stray
tresses.

The batteries on Morris Isla
out for fifty-eight days: Fir

Confederates Were forced !

island when their water

exhausted. From Morris L



- outside the harbor.

The fighting in Virginia. Not long
 after the attack on Fort Sumter began,
the Confederates won a great victory
at Chancellorsville, Virginia. The bat-
tle was fought during the first three
days of May, 1863. The fighting of the
Southern forces was superb, but their
losses were great. A great tragedy cast

a black cloud over the victory, for

tonewall Jackson was accidentally

llled, in the dusk, by his own pickets.

any Confederates felt to thejr dying

that if Jackson had lived, the war

ight have been won.

ia. He hoped to put an end to the
Dy threatening Washington, Bal.
re, and Philadelphia. The Union
® Pursued him. The two armies
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on
L The battle fought here was
Ming point of the war.

first banney raised at Gettysburg
flag of Maxcy Gregg’s old First

“aroliny Volunteers. As usual,

tederates yere greatly outnum-

\t first they seemed to be win-

ning, but on the fourth day Lee was

forced to withdraw. Both sides suffered

heavy losses. The losses of the North

Were greater than those of the South,

but the South could not afford its

losses. The Southern states had almost
exhausted their resources.

South Carolina suffered dreadfully
at Gettysburg. Of the 472 men of the
Fourteenth Regiment, only 82 came
out alive. Of 39 men of Company K
of this regiment, 34 fell a¢ the first fire.

Vicksburg. In the summer of 1863

the Union army surrounded the city
of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and cut it
off from the world. The only food in
the city was mule meat, dried peas,
and corn meal, By July 1 all food was
gone. The starving garrison held out
three days longer before surrendering
to General Grant. The surrrender took
Place the day after Gettysburg., The
South was now cut In two. The war
was really lost, but the South refused
to admit defeat.

Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge.
After the fall of Vicksburg, the Unijon
army marched east, and by Septem-
ber, 1863, it had taken possession of
Chattanooga. Three South Carolina
brigades fought with the Confederate
army in the West. The Confederates,
greatly outnumbered, made a stand at
Chickamauga, in Georgia near the
Tennessee line. The battle was one of
the bloodiest of the war. At the end of
two days’ fighting the Confederates had
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federal troops continued to shell Fort
Sumter for about nine months. By
the end of 1863 the fort was a mass of
rubble. But the soldiers rebuilt the
fort almost as fast a5 it was knocked
down. Finally the shelling stopped.
The Union forces had given up the
attack, but their ships remained just

!
|
|




won, but many a brave South Carolina
soldier lay dead.

The exhausted Confederates made
camp on Missionary Ridge, near Chat-
tanooga. Here they were attacked and
defeated by the entire Union army of
the West. After the battle the two

THE WAR

South Carolina in 1864. By 1864
South Carolina had touched the bot-
tom of its reserve of man power. Few
were left but the aged, the weak, and
the sickly. The colleges and academies
were closed. The state had been
drained of its young men.

Federal troops held Beaufort, Port
Royal, and Folly and Morris islands
off Charleston. Soldiers at Fort Sumter
were fighting behind a mass of ruins.
The ironclads were still shelling
Charleston, and the city, with the
islands near by, suffered attack almost
daily.

The women. While South Carolina
men fought gallantly on the battle-
fields, the women of the state played
an important part at home. They
raised the money to pay for a gunboat,
the City of Charleston, and provided
most of the money for a second gun-
boat.

When the government could not fur-
nish enough clothing for the soldiers,
the women brought old spinning
wheels and looms down from their at-
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armies kept up a steady artillery duel.
One afternoon in November the
Union forces broke through the Con.
federate line. The Confederates re.
treated into Georgia, leaving the eniire
Mississippi Valley in the hands of the '
Union forces. :

IS LOST

tics. To color their homemade cloth
they used dye made from berries an"
roots. Old men and little children H
their part by winding yarn. In every
community the women organized se
ing circles and worked from daylight
until dark. Still, however, there wa
not enough cloth. The women tool
down the curtains from their window
and made them into underclothing f
the soldiers. They took up the carpe
from their floors to use as bed coverl
sending their blankets to the fro
They tore up sheets, tablecloths, 2
pillowcases for bandages.

As time went on there was a st
age of food and other necessities.
women made coffee from bu
wheat, sweet potatoes, Or OX
They made tea from blackberry 1
and sassafras roots. They con¢

sent boxes of food to the sold:

every opportunity.
It was in 1861 that the"



EVery year there were more. The young
girls of Columbia, among them Wade
Hampton’s daughter, were the first to
organize a hospijtal to care for them,
From this sma]] beginning, wayside
~ hospitals Sprang up in nearly every
community of the State. Many South
Carolina women wen; to Virginia and
to the West to nurse the wounded so].
diers.
It became the usya] thing for women
to meet the trains, carrying baskets of
food, bandages, and medicines, They
fed and bathed the soldiers and dressed
their wounds. They always provided

dwe, of Orangeburg. Mrs. Rowe
arded the train each day, riding
m Orangeburg to Kingville to care
the wounded soldjers on the train.
ingville, she got off and wajted

hey could get to Mrs. Rowe,

Ier was so sick on the jour-
ne that he would not eat mor-
€n the trajp stopped at Union,
arded it. Spe Was soon feeding

—

TIMETABLE OF KEY EvENnTs IN THE
CONFEDERATE War

December, 1860. . -Ordinance of Seces-

sion passed
Confederate States
of America formed
....... Fort Sumter taken
by South Carolina
........ First Battle of Ma-
Nassas won by Con-
federates
Port Royal seized
by Union forces
........ First attack on
Charleston faj]s
April, 1863. .. . . Bombardment of
Charleston begins
July, 1868. ... . . Battle of Gettys-
burg lost by Con-
federates
July, 1863. ... . Vicksburg fals to
Grant
Columbia burned
by Sherman’s army
April, 1865, ., . Lee surrenders at

Appomattox Court.
house

February, 1861. . ..
April, 1861

July, 1861

November, 1861. .

May, 1862

February, 1865. . ..

Virginia in 1864, Early in 1864 Gen-
eral Grant wag brought to Virginia to
defeat Lee. Grant had 150,000 men—
well drilled, well fed, and wel] supplied
with guns and ammunition. Lee had
fewer than 60,000. His soldiers lived

on “crawly” bacon, wormy peas, and
Peaches and berries from the country-

OToth. When he had finisheq,
Contentedly

» “It takes a gal

side. Their uniforms were ip rags and
tatters, and they had no shoes. The
men were in a state of exhaustion.
Medicines were so scarce that the sick
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and wounded received only the sim-
plest treatment.

Grant began his march toward Rich-
mond early in May. The armies met
in a densely wooded swamp known as
the Wilderness. The battle ended in
victory for the South, but the losses
were great. South Carolina lost Gen-
eral Micah Jenkins in the battle. In one
brigade alone 481 men were killed.

There was fighting every day after
the Wilderness until the Battle of
Spotsylvania on May 12. Grant tried
to break through Lee’s line but failed.
On June 3 Grant attacked Lee at Cold
Harbor. It is said that the bloodiest
half hour in American history oc-
curred here. There were many South
Carolinians among the troops that met
the Union charge. Grant lost ten thou-
sand men, and gave up the attempt to
take Richmond. Instead, he laid siege
to the town of Petersburg.

The siege lasted all summer and
winter. Often the Confederate soldiers
stood waist-deep in water as they met
the attack. The worst day of the siege
was July 30, when the Battle of the
Crater was fought. The federal troops
tunneled under the Confederate
~ breastworks and laid charges of pow-
der. In the explosion nine South Caro-
lina companies were blown up. The
survivors, along with two other South
Carolina companies, were first to meet
the charge as the Union troops ad-
vanced.
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Hampton’s activities. Just after the
Battle of the Crater, General Wade
Hampton was made commander of
Lee’s cavalry. His task was to keep
open the lines of supply. He fought
a force much larger than his own at
Trevillian Station, preventing the
Union army from destroying a valu-
able railroad.

Hampton harassed the Union forces
in every possible way. He burned their
camps and seized their supplies. In one
raid, known as the ‘“beefsteak raid,”
he captured more than two thousand
head of cattle as well as huge stores of
supplies. The supplies and cattle were
more than welcome to the starving
Confederate soldiers.

A losing fight. Win victories though
they might, the Confederate forces
found that the tide of battle was run-
ning against them. Northern fleets
blockaded the coast, preventing cotton
from going to Europe and arms and
ammunition from being brought in.
The railroads were wearing out, and
there was no material with which to
repair them. Manpower was nearly ex-
hausted. Young boys and old men were
fighting against overwhelming num-
bers. But the Confederate soldiers still
fought on, with a gallantry that cannot
be described.

Sherman’s march. When the Confed-
erate army in the West retreated to
Georgia, General William T. Sher-
man followed with an army of 100,000




men. The two armies battled all
the way from Dalton to Atlanta. At
last, on September 3, 1864, Atlanta
was captured and destroyed. The Con.-
federate army escaped into Tennessee.,
In the middle of December the ex-
hausted army met two Union armies at
Nashville and was utterly defeated.
Sherman then marched across
s€0rgia from Atlanta to Savannah. As
€ marched, he Jeft a wide path of de-
tuction. It was his aim to make the
uth incapable of continuing the war.
/ Christmas, 1864, he had reached
annah and stood at the doorway of
uth Caroling. .
Setman in South Carolina, In Savan.
| Sherman’s soldiers talked openly
ishing South Carolina for lead-
South out of the Union. Sher-
‘divided hjg army into four parts,

Sherman’s troops were unopposed as they
their general’s promise, that he intended to spare the city.

entered Columbia. The men did not believe, in spite of

ordering them to march in parallel
lines. Their path across South Caro-
lina was forty to sixty miles wide.
Everything in this path was destroyed.
Sherman’s soldiers burned houses, ran
off livestock, destroyed crops, and took
everything that could be carried away.
Many fine houses were destroyed by
Sherman’s men. Among these was
Woodlands, the home of William Gil-
more Simms, which housed the finest
private libraryin the South. Next door,
the Northern soldiers sacked and
burned the home of General Jamison,
president of the Secession Convention.
As Sherman’s army passed, it left the
towns of Blackville, Midway, Barn-
well, Branchville, Orangeburg, and
Lexington in flames. On F ebruary 17
Sherman entered Columbia as Wade
Hampton, hopelessly outnumbered,
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marched out. The mayor of the city
surrendered it to the Union general,
who promised that no harm should
come to it. But the Union soldiers did
not believe that Sherman really wanted
to spare the South Carolina capital.
That night the city was set on fire, and
the greater part of it was burned.
Among many fine homes destroyed by
the flames was Millwood, the home of
the Wade Hampton family.

Potter’s Raid. Sherman’s march was
followed by that of General Edward E.
Potter. Potter left Georgetown on
April 5 and marched through the Pee-
dee section to Manning and Sumter.
His plan was to destroy only locomo-
tives and cars loaded with supplies, but
he could not prevent his soldiers from
burning and pillaging as they marched.
One family- was burned to death in
their home. Potter himself saved the
life of ex-Governor Manning as he was
about to be murdered by the soldiers.
There were many instances of such acts
of gallantry on the part of Union sol-
diers.

The surrender of Lee. General Lee’s
army was starving. His men could
scarcely march. Lee realized he would

have to give up both Richmond and
Petersburg. Fighting as he went, he
turned upon the enemy at Farmville
and drove them back in one last des.
perate attack. But he knew the struggle
was hopeless. On April 9 he surren-
dered his army to General Grant atl
Appomattox Court House, in Vir-
ginia. Lee’s army numbered only
26,375 men. Only the skeletons of the
old divisions, brigades, and regiments
remained. Of one South Carolina
division there were only 250 men left,

The war was over. Many of the Con-
federates could not believe that, with
so many victories to their credit, they
could have lost. At Appomattox the
soldiers wept openly. One soldier ex-
pressed the attitude of the South when
he mournfully remarked to a Union
soldier, “We have worn ourselves out
whipping you.”

The war was a tragedy in the life of

South Carolina and of the South. It

has been said that all of the state’s his-
tory led up to it, and everything that
occurred afterward happened as a re-
sult of it. The war, with the peace that
followed, was a disaster from which
South Carolina is still recovering.

SUMMING UP

Six Southern states immediately followed South Carolina out
of the Union. They set up their own union, the Confederate
States of America, and made Richmond their capital. Four more
states soon joined them. The fighting began when South Caro-
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lina attacked and seized Fort Sumter, in Charleston Harbor. The
first great battle, at Manassas, was won by the South, and the Con.
federate armies went on to win many other battles, often against
great odds. In 1863, however, the tide of battle turned against
them with the Union victory at Gettysburg. From this point on
it was only a matter of time until the Notth, with its superior re-
sources, should win. But the South, refusing to acknowledge itself
beaten, fought on desperately. South Carolina was drained of man
power, but Charleston, although suffering attack for long periods,
- Was never captured. In 1865 a Union army commanded by Gen-
~ eral Sherman marched through the state, burning and looting as

it went. The war ended in April, 1865, when Lee, unable to fight

‘> Understanding the Main Thoughts

1. Summarize the advantages held by
e North and the South.

2. List the important battles men-
oned in this chapter, and give the date
d the result of each.

3. Trace step by step the events that
ced Lee to surrender his army.

Xplain what is meant by the state-
nt: “All of the state’s history led up
he Confederate War.”

Recalling Significant Details

N

Name the states that formed the
ate States of America.
y did South Carolina attack Fort

¥What effect did the choice of a cap-
e Confederacy have on the con-
€ war?

W did General Thomas J. Jack-
L€Ive his nickname)

¥ Was it important to the South-
Ise to hold Charleston?

any longer, surrendered the remnants of his army.

HELPS TO BETTER UNDERSTANDING

6. Describe the part played by South
Carolina women in the war.

Using Maps

Use the map on page 263 to follow the
story of the attacks on Charleston.

Pronouncing Words

Can you pronounce all the names in
this chapter? The pronunciations given
below may help you.

Beauregard  boh’ rih’ gahrd’
Hagood hayg’ wood
Manigault man’ ih goh

Something 1 nieresting to Do

Ask your parents to tell you if any
of your people fought in the battles
named in this chapter and under whom
they fought. Find out what other expe-
riences your ancestors may have had dur-
ing the war. Make notes on the informa-
tion you get and report to the class.

273




The Ordeal of Reconstruction

AFTER THE WAR

Conditions in South Carolina. The
war ended in April, 1865. The men
who had fought returned home to find
themselves facing starvation. A large
part of the state was almost as barren as
a desert. Homes, barns, and crops had
been burned. Horses and livestock had
been taken away. Wagons, plows, and
tools had disappeared.

Columbia, the capital city, had been
almost completely destroyed by fire.
Many smaller towns had also been
burned. Charleston was badly dam-
aged by shot and shell. The wharves
of the city were rotting, the walls of
the houses blackened with smoke.

People found themselves so short of
food that they scraped up the grains of
corn that Union soldiers had dropped
in feeding their horses. Those South
Carolinians who still possessed silver,
jewels, or furniture now sold them for
money to buy food. Henry Timrod,
the famous poet, wrote, “We have
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eaten two silver pitchers, one or two
dozen silver forks, several sofas, innu-
merable chairs,and—a huge bedstead!”
Many formerly wealthy citizens had to
seek charity from the Freedmen’s
Bureau. This was an agency set up by
Congress to provide for the needs of
the Negroes.

The returning soldiers. Of the more
than 60,000 South Carolinians who
had fought for the Confederate cause,
about 40,000 had been killed or
wounded. People commented on the
scarcity of young men and the fact that
there were so many women dressed in
black. Those soldiers who returned
home began life again as best they
could. Many a former Confederate of-
ficer drove a streetcar or worked as a
common laborer in a railroad yard.
On the farms and plantations many a
family set up housekeeping in a small
outbuilding that had escaped the
flames. At once they went to work on




he land to meet their desperate need
or food.

e men of South Carolina had al-
been known for their pride. Some
ders considered them arrogant.
ow, however, they accepted their fate
hout whining or complaint. They
r thankful to have work that
uld provide food for their wives and
dremn.

Ihe Negroes for the most part stayed
the plantations or farms. They
€d to work for wages or to accept
It of the crop in payment for their
. The relationship between the
and the Negroes on the planta-
35 at this time very friendly.

‘1‘ flames had left Columbia, as well as many smaller towns, in ruins. At the end of the war the
eople of South Carolina faced the heavy tasks of rebuilding.

Most of the slaves had proved their
affection for and loyalty to their mas-
ters. They had planted the crops dur-
ing the war and had looked after the
families of the men who had gone to
war. For more than four years the
women and children had remained on
the land with only the Negroes to pro-
tect them.

The President’s plan for reconstruc-
tion. The people of South Carolina and
of the South realized that they had been
defeated, and they knew they would
have to submit to the terms that were
offered them. They thought that they
understood what these terms would
be.
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President Lincoln had made it clear
that he had no wish to punish the
South for the war. Unfortunately, he
was killed by an assassin soon after the
surrender at Appomattox. The Vice-
President, Andrew Johnson, became
President. Johnson tried to carry out
Lincoln’s plan for bringing the South-
ern states back into the Union. He
issued a pardon to all Confederates ex-
cept generals, high officials, and men
who possessed more than $20,000.

The last governor of South Caro-
lina under the Confederacy, A. G.
Magrath, had been seized and sent to
prison. In June, 1865, President John-
son appointed Benjamin F. Perry of
Greenville as provisional governor.

Benjamin F. Perry was appointed as provisional
governor of the state by President Johnson.

South Caroliniana Library

Perry had been a Unionist ever since
the struggle over nullification. He was
acceptable both to the South Carolin-
ians, who loved and respected him, and
to the President. '

Governor Perry at once called a con-
vention to frame a new state consti-
tution. The convention met in
Columbia in September, 1865. The
constitution it adopted was one that
was believed to be acceptable to Presi-
dent Johnson. It contained several re-
forms, among them the election of the
governor by the people instead of by
the legislature. In the election that
followed, James L. Orr, of Anderson,
was chosen governor.

The regular session of the legisla-
ture met in November. It recognized
the freedom of the Negroes by ratify-
ing the Thirteenth Amendment to the =
United States Constitution. This =
amendment prohibited slavery in the
United States.

The South Carolinians felt that they
had now fulfilled the requirements for
statehood. They had adopted a new
constitution, had set up their state gov-
ernment, and had ratified the Thir-
teenth Amendment. The legislature
elected Benjamin F. Perry and John L.
Manning as South Carolina’s United
States senators. These men set out for
Washington.

The question of the Negro vote.
South Carolina had a tremendous
problem to face in the sudden freeing



of thousands of uneducated slaves.
"These people had no experience in cit-
“.’_zenship and government. Most of

hem could neither read nor write.

oreover, they outnumbered the
whites about two to one. At the time
of the constitutional convention, Gov-
ernor Perry, Wade Hampton, and a
ew other leaders had wished to grant
ome voting power to some of the Ne-
groes. Most of the delegates at the con-

As it turned out, this was not a wise
decision. Even more unwise were the
aws passed by the state legislature to
egulate the conduct of the former
Blaves. These laws were intended to
elp in keeping order. They did, how-
Jever, as a protection for the whites,
et up special rules and punishments
Jior Negroes. Similar laws were passed
L several Southern states. They came
0 be known as “Black Codes,” and a
iowl of protest over these laws was
‘_sed in the North and in Congress.
It was claimed that the South meant

THE COMING OF

the Reconstruction Acts, Congress

Passed a series of laws known as

sonstruction Acts. Except for
€€, all the Confederate states
be placed under military rule.
0 might vote if he had held
blic office under the Confeder-

ention, however, refused to consider

to put the Negroes back into slavery.

Congress acts. When Congress met in
Washington in December, the Repub-
lican party was in complete control.
"The Republicans showed open hatred
and keen bitterness toward the de-
feated South. They were in no mood
to accept the President’s plan. They
refused to permit the newly elected
senators from South Carolina to take
their seats. Instead of restoring the
Southern states to the Union, they sent
a committee to 1nvest1gate conditions
in the South.

When it returned, the committee
reported that the Southern states were
still defiant and rebellious. Congress
then passed the Fourteenth Amend-
ment, which gave Negroes the right
to vote and sit on juries. Before the
Southern states could return to the
Union, Congress declared, they would
have to ratify this amendment. All the
Southern states except Tennessee re-
fused to ratify the amendment. The
South Carolina legislature rejected it
with only one dissenting vote.

RECONSTRUCTION

acy or if he had fought in the war. This
did not leave many white voters in
South Carolina. There was scarcely a
man of military age or a teen-age boy
who had not borne arms. President
Johnson vetoed the Reconstruction
Acts, but Congress passed them over
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his veto. In the spring of 1867 Major
General Daniel E. Sickles arrived in
South Carolina to take command of
the federal troops that occupied the
state.

Carpetbaggers and scalawags. A
horde of adventurers now swarmed
into South Carolina to see how they
could profit from the unsettled condi-
tions there. The people who came into
the Southern states to steal or to make
their fortunes became known as “car-
petbaggers.” It was said that when they
came, they owned so little that all their
possessions could be placed in a car-
petbag. Many left rich, carrying away
everything from grand pianos to fam-

A cartoon by Thomas Nast indicates the low
esteem in which carpetbaggers were held.

Bettmann Archive

ily portraits. Others stayed to take part
in governing the Southern states.
Some Southerners joined forces with
the carpetbaggers to rob their own
states. They were known as “scala-
wags.” To help the Republican party
seize control of South Carolina and
the other Southern states, the carpet-
baggers and scalawags made use of the
Negroes. The Freedmen’s Bureau be-

~came the headquarters of the Repub-

licans, or Radicals, as they were called.
This bureau had done good work after
the war in providing food and work for
whites as well as Negroes. As a center
of political activity, however, it earned
the hatred of white Southerners.

The constitution of 1868. In October,
1867, General Sickles called for a gen-
eral registration of voters. So many
whites had been disqualified that there
were twice as many Negroes as whites
who registered. Most of those who reg-
istered voted for a convention to frame
a new state constitution. The conven-
tion met in Charleston in January,
1868. It had forty-eight white and
seventy-six Negro members. All but
four of the delegates were Radicals,
and most of them paid no taxes.

The convention proceeded to adopt
a constitution patterned on those of
the Northern states. In some ways this
was a good constitution. It abolished
imprisonment for debt, allowed mar-
ried women to control their own prop-
erty, and permitted divorce. Like the




€ Ponstitution of 1865, it gave the people
S je right to elect the governor. It also
”ovided, for the first time, that repre-
in the state House of
presentatives should be based on
pulation alone.

®The Constitution of 1868 created
e office of Superintendent of Public
struction and provided for a system
public schools for all the children
the state. Unfortunately, it proved
apossible to carry out this provision.
the Radicals in control of the govern-
ent stole so much money that there

s none left for the schools.

hen the election was held, the

* femocrats were outvoted three to one.

Bliefly of carpetbaggers, scalawags, and
! egroes under their influence. The
e governor was Robert K. Scott of
10. The Radical legislature ratified
Fourteenth Amendment and
fected Republican senators. Congress
rmitted South Carolina once more
become a state, but the federal sol-

‘rgovemed largely by a ruthless
dof thieves. The men who ran the
MeNt were more dangerous
ordinary gangs of robbers. They
L advantage of the ignorance and
£ Of experience of the Negroes.

Negroes were told that the Democrats
wanted to put them back into slavery.
Those who would not vote Republi-
can were threatened and mistreated.
Moreover, the Republicans had the en.
couragement of Congress and the back-
ing of federal troops.

The Republicans saw that many Ne-
graes were elected to the legislature.
The governor, the attorney general,
and the state treasurer were Northern.
ers. Many members of the legislature
could neither read nor write. The sell-
ing of votes became a common prac-
tice. To get a law passed, it was neces-
sary to bribe the legislators. The state’s
money was openly stolen by the mem-
bers of the legislature, who used it to
buy luxuries for themselves.

Yet all these thefts were nothing in
comparison to what came later. Grown
bolder than ever, the politicians began
to grab public utilities such as rail-
roads. The state’s debt increased tre-
mendously, and taxes mounted higher
and higher. Thousands of acres of land

had to be sold to meet them. While the
Radicals stole and wasted, the people
in the state hospital were in need of
food and the teachers in the schools
were not paid. Within eighteen
months the public debt of the state
jumped from $5,407,306 to $14,888,-
349. In another year it had risen to
$18,575,033.
Feeling between whites and Negroes.
The worst part of Radical rule was the
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The klansmen were a fernfymg sight fo those they sought to punish or to intimidate. They rode only

at night, masked and clad in long white robes.

change it brought in the relationship
between the whites and the Negroes.
To a large extent the carpetbaggers
and scalawags managed to break up the
old feeling of friendship and confi-
dence. They deliberately aroused sus-
picion among the Negroes and played
upon their fears.

The Republican state government
organized companies of state militia
made up of Negro soldiers. These were
men who had never before even han-
dled a gun. Not surprisingly, some of
the Negroes lost their heads. Murders
and burglaries took place. Houses and
barns were burned. For the first time in
the state’s history, men were afraid to
leave their families unprotected.
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The Kuklux Klan. Feeling that their
property and lives were in danger, the
white men began to form a secret or-
ganization. This organization, the Ku-
klux Klan, had come into existence in 1
Tennessee. At first the Klan was in-
tended only as a means of maintaining
order.

The Klan met only at night. The |
members dressed in long white robes’
and caps. They built bonfires and
burned crosses. The sight of the
mounted klansmen in their white
robes was enough to terrorize the Ne=
groes. When the courts did not pumsh
Negroes who were supposed to have
committed crimes, the Klan pumsh
them. As the Klan became more acti



| 4

murders, houseburnings, and burgla-
ries grew fewer. But the evil results of
taking the law into one’s own hands
soon appeared. Carpetbaggers and
scalawags began to disguise themselves
as klansmen when they wished to pun-
ish someone for a private grudge. Some
klansmen, too, used their robes to dis-
guise acts of private vengeance.

Public meetings were held in Spar-
tanburg, Union, and York counties to
warn people against the danger of tak-
ing the law into their hands, Governor
Scott finally disbanded some of the
Negro militia. By May, 1871, there
were no further complaints about the
Klan. After all was quiet, however,
President Grant declared nine counties
in a state of rebellion because of the
activities of the Klan. Federal troops
Were sent into these counties, and hun-
dreds of citizens accused of belonging
to the Klan were thrown into jail.

The “Robber Governor.” After four
€ars of corrupt government under
fOtt, the Republicans elected a new
vernor. He was Franklin J. Moses,
" 2 scalawag from Sumter. During
\administration the state sank to its
depths of misery. Because of his
fi stealing, Moses became known as
“Robber Governor.”

amberlain 4 governor. In 1874
L H, Chamberlain of Massachu-

———

In 1874 a meeting of citizens was
held in Columbia to protest against the
dishonesty of the government. It was
decided to send a petition to Congress
and to have a committee see the Presi-
dent to beg for relief. Congress, how-
ever, believed the Radicals, who had
submitted a report of their own. Presi-
dent Grant received the South Caro-
linians with great rudeness and said
that South Carolina must help itself.

The South, however, had many good
friends in the North. These friends
sent gifts of money, food, and clothing
into South Carolina during the hard
years following the war. Even in Con-
gress the state had good friends. Here
is a part of a report that was made to
Congress by a small group of congress-
men:

“... the cry of that outraged, helpless and
suffering people has reached our hearts as
well as our understanding. That once pros-
perous and beautiful State is on the verge
of ruin. A horde of thieves and robbers,
worse than ever infested any civilized com-
munity on earth, have her by the throat and
are fast sucking her blood. Three hundred
thousand of her citizens, descendants of
those who fought and won with our fathers
the battle of American liberty, are crying to
Congress for redress—for help. To refuse
their request is to drive them to despair and
ruin.”

THE END OF RECONSTRUCTION

setts became governor of the state of
South Carolina. For a short time it
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looked as though better times had
come. Chamberlain openly accused the
legislature of dishonesty and tried to
put an end to the corruption in the
state government. The Radicals be-
came alarmed at his attitude. The
Democrats were so pleased that they
considered endorsing Chamberlain for
governor instead of naming a candidate
of their own.

By this time the Democrats were de-

termined to get rid of the carpetbag-
gers and scalawags. A Democratic club
was organized in every county. Some
Democrats wanted to re-elect Cham-
berlain. Others urged that the party
try to elect what they called a ““straight-
out” ticket—a Democrat for every of-
fice, from governor to coroner.

In July, 1876, there was trouble be-
tween the Negro militia of Hamburg
and two white men of Edgefield. The
white men were arrested. It was re-
ported that the Negroes were threaten-
ing to lynch them, and a large group of
white men gathered. On the day of the
trial, the Negrqes barricaded them-
selves in a small brick building. In the
excitement no one knew who started
firing, but a young white man of Edge-
field named McKee Meriwether was
killed. The white men finally forced
the Negroes from the building and shot
five of them to death.

Governor Chamberlain declared
that the white people were entirely to
blame in this affair. His stand ended all
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Democratic support for him as gover-
nor. Instead, the Democrats nominated
candidates for every office, with Wade
Hampton as their candidate for gov. .
ernor.

The “Red Shirt Campaign.” The Dem.
ocrats armed themselves for the elec-
tion, forming what were called saber
and rifle clubs. The women made the
men red shirts that gave the campaign
its nickname, the “Red Shirt Cam-
paign.” Bands of armed, red-shirted
men on horseback were an impressive
sight. When the political meetings be-
gan, farms were left untended, stores
were closed, and business stopped.
“Hurrah for Hampton!” became a bat-
tle cry and a call to action.

A great effort was made to persuade
Negroes to vote for Hampton. Three
men stood out as leaders in the cam-
paign. They were General M. C. But-
ler, General Martin W. Gary, and
Colonel Alexander C. Haskell. All
three had served under Hampton in
the cavalry.

Hampton begged everyone to avoid
trouble with the Republicans, but in
spite of his warning, rioting did occur
at several places. The most serious
violence took place at Ellenton. As a
result Chamberlain, though he ad-
mitted the Democrats were not at fault,
ordered the rifle and saber clubs to dis-
band. The governor stationed soldiers
in every county, and many Democrats
were arrested and thrown into jail.




The election. When election day at
last arrived, the Democrats went to the
polls determined to win. There is no
question that both parties used dis-
honest methods in the voting. On both
sides, people voted more than once.
Many boys voted who were not old
enough to vote. Both sides tried to pro-
tect the Negroes who were loyal to
their side and to frighten away those
~ who were not.

When the votes were counted, Wade
Hampton had won. He said that the
Democrats had won with the aid of
their Negro friends, in spite of the ef-
forts of the Radicals to turn their
former slaves against the whites. He
further declared that even if every dis-
honest vote had been thrown out, he
still would have won. Because of their
confidence in Hampton, South Caro-
linians believed that this was true.
Two state governments. The new
ate House of Representatives had 65
Democrats and 59 Republicans, while
€ Senate was made up of 15 Demo-
atsand 18 Republicans. The Repub-
ns, however, would not accept the
ult of the election. They declared
it Chamberlain was elected and that

Governor Chamberlain asked

Bettmann Archive

After the election of 1876 federal troops kept
Democrats out of the State House.

President Grant to send troops to keep
Hampton and the Democrats out of the
State House. The troops arrived. The
Democrats from Edgefield and Lau-
rens counties were refused admission to
the House of Representatives. An
armed crowd of thousands of angry
Democrats began to march upon the
capital.

Hampton begged his people to keep
the peace. He knew that an outbreak
would only bring further misery to the
state. He persuaded the Democratic
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members of the House to leave the
State House. They marched to Caro-
lina Hall and elected General William
H. Wallace, of Union, as speaker. The
Democratic House became known as
the “Wallace House.”

Two days later the Wallace House
succeeded in entering the State House.
For several days the two groups held
sessions side by side, making speeches
and transacting business in the same
hall. The Wallace House withdrew
again to Carolina Hall when it looked
as if there would be rioting if they
stayed.

The question of which was the law-
ful House of Representatives and the
lawful governor was taken to the state

favor of the Wallace House. Still, how-
ever, Chamberlain and his government
would not give up, and for several
months there were two governors and
two governments in South Carolina.
Both governors were inaugurated by
their supporters.

Fortunately for South Carolina, a
new President of the United States,
Rutherford B. Hayes, had been
elected. Hayes conferred with both
Hampton and Chamberlain and then
withdrew all federal troops from the
Southern states. Without the troops
the rule of the carpetbaggers and scala-
wags collapsed. Hampton was the gov-
ernor of the state, and South Carolina
was once more in possession of its own
government.

supreme court. The court decided in

SUMMING UP

South Carolina lay in ruins when the defeated soldiers re-
turned. Accepting defeat, the people set about the work of re-
building. They framed a new state constitution, ratified the
Thirteenth Amendment prohibiting slavery, and asked to be
readmitted as a state. Congress, however, cast aside the President’s
plan of reconstruction and adopted its own plan. Federal troops
occupied the Southern states, and no one who had served in the
war was allowed to vote or to hold office. With the help of the fed-
eral troops, the Radical Republicans gave South Carolina nearly
eleven years of corrupt rule. In 1876 the white people, led by
Wade Hampton and aided by many Negroes, managed to regain
control of their government. The Republicans refused to accept
their defeat, but were forced to do so when President Rutherford
B. Hayes withdrew the federal troops. South Carolina was left to
the South Carolinians once more.
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Understanding the Main Thoughts

1. Describe conditions in South Caro-
" lina after the Confederate War. What
- was the attitude of the people?

2. Why did Congress refuse to accept
- President Johnson’s plan for recon-
 struction?

8. Summarize the provisions of the
constitutions of 1865 and 1868. Why were
ome of the provisions of the Constitu-
tion of 1868 never carried out?

4. Give an account of the way in which
the Democrats regained control of the
state. ?

Recalling Significant Details

l. How did the Negroes prove their
oyalty to South Carolina during the Con-
derate War?

2. What did South Carolina do in
rder to meet the requirements for state-
0od? What requirement did Congress
t up that South Carolina refused to ac-

HELPS TO BETTER

UNDERSTANDING

3. What were the Reconstruction Acts?

4. How were the Republicans able to
stay in power?

5. Who was the “Robber Governor’?
Why was he given this name?

6. Why did the Democrats consider
endorsing Chamberlain for governor?
Why did they decide not to do so?

7. What was the “Wallace House”’?

Pronouncing Words

Can you pronounce all the names in
this chapter? The pronunciation given
below may help you.

Magrath  muh graw’

Something Interesting to Do

1. Try to find out what was happening
in your town or locality during Recon-
struction.

2. Write a story about a boy or girl
who lived in Reconstruction times and
whose father took part in the Red Shirt
Campaign of 1876.
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